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than the jobs we’re losing overseas. We can 
have health care for all Americans. We can 
further the cause of equality in our Nation. 

Let me just make it clear: I will never allow 
any country to have a veto over our security. 
Just as I fought for our country as a young 
man, with the same passion I will fight to 
defend this Nation that I love. And with faith 
in God and with conviction in the mission 
of America, I believe that we can reach high-
er. I believe we can do better. I think the 
greatest possibilities of our country, our 
dreams and our hopes, are out there just 
waiting for us to grab onto them. 

And I ask you to embark on that journey 
with me. I ask you for your trust. I ask you 
for your help. I ask you to allow me the privi-
lege of leading this great Nation of ours, of 
helping us to be stronger here at home and 
to be respected again in the world and, most 
of all, to be safer forever. 

Thank you. Good night, and God bless the 
United States of America. 

Mr. Schieffer. Mr. President. 
President Bush. In the Oval Office, 

there’s a painting by a friend of Laura and 
mine named—by Tom Lea. It’s a west Texas 
painting, a painting of a mountain scene. And 
he said this about it, he said, ‘‘Sarah and I 
live on the east side of the mountain. It’s 
the sunrise side, not the sunset side. It’s the 
side to see the day that is coming, not to 
see the day that is gone.’’ I love the optimism 
in that painting because that’s how I feel 
about America. 

You know, we’ve been through a lot to-
gether during the last 33⁄4 years. We’ve come 
through a recession, a stock market decline, 
an attack on our country. And yet, because 
of the hard work of the American people and 
good policies, this economy is growing. Over 
the next 4 years, we’ll make sure the econ-
omy continues to grow. 

We reformed our school system, and now 
there’s an achievement gap in America that 
is beginning to close. Over the next 4 years, 
we’ll continue to insist on excellence in every 
classroom in America so that our children 
have a chance to realize the great promise 
of America. 

Over the next 4 years, we’ll continue to 
work to make sure health care is available 
and affordable. Over the next 4 years, we’ll 

continue to rally the armies of compassion 
to help heal the hurt that exists in some of 
our country’s neighborhoods. 

I’m optimistic that we’ll win the war on 
terror, but I understand it requires firm re-
solve and clear purpose. We must never 
waver in the face of this enemy that—these 
ideologues of hate. And as we pursue the 
enemy wherever it exists, we’ll also spread 
freedom and liberty. We’ve got great faith 
in the ability of liberty to transform societies, 
to convert hostile—a hostile world to a 
peaceful world. My hope for America is a 
prosperous America, a hopeful America, and 
a safer world. 

I want to thank you for listening tonight. 
I’m asking for your vote. God bless you. 

Mr. Schieffer. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Thank you, Senator Kerry. Well, that brings 
these debates to a close, but the campaign 
goes on. I want to wish both of you the very 
best of luck between now and election day. 

That’s it for us from Arizona State Univer-
sity in Tempe, Arizona. I’m Bob Schieffer 
of CBS News. Good night, everyone. 

NOTE: The debate began at 6 p.m. in Gammage 
Auditorium at Arizona State University. In his re-
marks, the President referred to former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. Senator Kerry referred 
to Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida ter-
rorist organization. 

Remarks at a Debate Watch Party in 
Phoenix, Arizona 
October 13, 2004 

The President. Thank you all. 
Audience members. Four more years! 

Four more years! Four more years! 
The President. Thank you all very much. 

I’ve been to a lot of ballparks in my day, but 
I’ve never been to a ballpark filled with so 
many people who are going to go out and 
work the vote and make sure we can win 
in November. 

I am so honored you came out tonight. 
I cannot thank you enough for greeting me 
and Laura and Barbara and Jenna. It warms 
our heart and lifts our spirit to be here with 
so many great American citizens. Thanks for 
coming. You know, when I got here, Laura 
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said, ‘‘Stand up straight. Don’t scowl, and 
keep your speech short.’’ [Laughter] 

I meant what I said about Laura. I love 
her dearly. She’s a great First Lady. Tonight 
I tried to give the people a reason to put 
me back in for 4 more years, but perhaps 
the most important reason of all is so that 
Laura is the First Lady for 4 more years. I’m 
proud to be here with Barbara and Jenna. 
I told them, I said, ‘‘Get you some sleep to-
night, and get back out on the campaign 
trail.’’ [Laughter] 

But thank you all for coming. I love my 
family. I love my country. I love working with 
John McCain. I’m so proud to be standing 
with him here today. He is—he and I are 
going to go to Nevada tomorrow. We’re going 
to Las Vegas. We’re going to Reno. We’re 
going to Oregon. We’re going to travel this 
country with a message that’s hopeful and 
optimistic, and we’re going to win. 

I want to thank Cindy McCain as well for 
being here. I want to thank my friend Sen-
ator Jon Kyl and Caryll Kyl for being here 
as well. I want to thank the Members of Con-
gress who are here. 

I want to thank my friend Aaron Tippin 
for providing some—[applause]—yes. I want 
to thank the Arizona Diamondbacks for 
opening up this fantastic facility for us here 
today. I want to thank the players who are 
here. 

I want to thank the grassroots activists, the 
people who are going to put up the signs 
and make the phone calls and turn out the 
people to vote. 

I know you know this, but you can now 
cast your ballot for Dick Cheney and me. 
Make sure you do so, and get your friends 
and neighbors to do so. We need your help. 
We need your vote. We’re going to win in 
November. 

I enjoyed the debate tonight. It gave me 
a chance to tell the American people where 
I want to lead for the next 4 years. We’ll 
continue to create jobs. We’ll continue to 
make sure our schools work. We’ll work on 
health care. We’ll make sure that America 
is safe and secure by staying on the offensive. 
We’ll defeat the terrorists overseas so we do 
not face them here at home. 

And finally, we will never forget the values 
of this country, our faith, our families. We 

will make sure that we continue to hold true 
to our beliefs that liberty can transform the 
world. We long for peace. We will spread 
the peace by spreading freedom. 

I’m honored that you’re here. Thank you 
for coming. May God bless you, and may 
God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:12 p.m. at the 
Bank One Ballpark. In his remarks, he referred 
to Cindy McCain, wife of Senator John McCain; 
Caryll Kyl, wife of Senator Jon Kyl; and country 
music entertainer Aaron Tippin. 

Statement on Signing the Military 
Construction Appropriations and 
Emergency Hurricane Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, 2005 

October 13, 2004 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4837, 
the ‘‘Military Construction Appropriations 
and Emergency Hurricane Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, 2005.’’ This Act provides 
funding for construction to support the oper-
ations of the U.S. Armed Forces and for mili-
tary family housing. The Act also provides 
the funds I requested to help citizens in Flor-
ida and elsewhere rebuild their lives in the 
aftermath of multiple hurricanes and other 
natural disasters. 

Sections 107, 110, 113, 118, and 303 of 
the Act provide for notice to the Congress 
of relocation of activities between military in-
stallations, initiation of a new installation 
abroad, U.S. military exercises involving 
$100,000 in construction costs, specific ac-
tions to encourage foreign nations to assume 
a greater share of the common defense bur-
den, and initiation of certain types of pro-
grams. The Supreme Court of the United 
States has stated that the President’s author-
ity to classify and control access to informa-
tion bearing on national security flows from 
the Constitution and does not depend upon 
a legislative grant of authority. Although no-
tice can be provided in most situations as a 
matter of comity, situations may arise, espe-
cially in wartime, in which the President 
must act promptly under his constitutional 
grants of executive power and authority as 
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